
Published by the Scottish Centre for Conservation Studies  
University of Edinburgh, 2017   ISBN  978  1 9999205 2 4 
28 x 21 cm  274 pp  paperback 534 ill. b&w.  and col.
Distributor  s.muthesius@uea.ac.uk

Municipal tower blocks have had 
a bad press for a very long time, 
to which the burning of Grenfell 
Tower, largely caused by faulty 
new cladding, has added a new 
anxiety. This book takes a very 
different line. It goes right back to 
the 1950s and 60s when a flat 
high up was held simply to 
provide the healthiest airy, light 
and green surroundings.  The 
high costs of these architect-
designed and daringly engineered 
blocks did not seem to trouble 
the Welfare State providers. 
London architects in particular 
made sure to provide as many 
different solutions as possible. 

Stefan Muthesius taught at the School of Art History at the University of East Anglia in Norwich. His many books 
include The English Terraced House (Banister Fletcher Prize 1985); The Poetic Home. Designing the 19th century 
domestic Interior. Miles Glendinning is Professor of Architectural Conservation at the University of Edinburgh. His 
many books include A History of Scottish Architecture and The Conservation Movement – a History of Architectural 
Preservation (SAH Antoinette Forrester Downing Prize, 2016).  He is now bringing out a book on Global Mass 
Housing.      

Superseding the authors’ earlier work, Tower Block. Post-war public Housing in England, Scotland Wales (1994, Alice 
Davis Hitchcock Medallion, see Tower Block.org ), Towers for the Welfare State presents a completely new, compact 
text and 500 new illustrations.   

The wealth of the material is quite astonishing. The book is richly, generously illustrated There is a fascinating,
digression on the policy of naming the blocks, a chapter on the environment around them and an expansive
survey of various construction techniques. T. J. Zupančič 20th Century Society Magazine

A nicely produced celebration of the municipal tower block … it is good to have such a generous appreciation of a
building form that continues to have its uses, despite its vexed history. Jerry White The Times Literary
Supplement

a gripping account – at least for aficionados – of the design of tower blocks. Rowan Moore The
Observer

£ 25  from your bookshop or from the Distributor 
S.muthesius@uea.ac.uk (£ 25.00 incl. p & p.)
For 1950s and 1960s tower block dwellers, as well as 
for members of Docomo, 20th Century Society, local 
amenities societies, municipal planning teams 

£ 15.00  (incl. p & p)
How to order: send a cheque made out to 
S.Muthesius, or pay into
Acc. S.Muthesius 13544763 Halifax Norwich sort 
code 11 05 72   
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Health Minister Nye Bevan opens a new block in Hackney 1950 

(far right) CC Fitzhugh Estate Wandsworth  1953 

Illustrations from Towers for the Welfare State
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